
Minor Surgery 

GP Lead: Dr Andrew Foulkes  

Dr Andrew Foulkes trained in Surgery and passed his FRCS in 1985 at which time he 

performed and assisted at most major operations.  

We undertake:. 

 Removal of most skin lesions, including warts, verrucas, moles, skin tags and keratoses. 

 Biopsies of skin lesions to obtain a diagnosis 

 Removal of lipomas and cysts 

 Aspiration of ganglions, bursa and breast cysts 

 Incision of abscesses 

 Surgery to in growing toenails 

 

Most of these procedures are performed using local anaesthetic and are painless. You are able to drive home 

after most procedures, except in growing toenail surgery. If you have stitches, these will be removed between 5 

and 7 days after the operation. It might be advisable to have some mild painkillers available after the local 

anaesthetic wears off. Most wounds will need to be kept dry, and usually heal 

quickly. 

Diathermy of skin lesions 

This is a very effective technique for destroying superficial skin lesions. Because 

stitches are not required, quite large lesions can be dealt with, and the cosmetic 

appearance is often more acceptable than a large scar. It may take up to 14 days 

for new skin to form over the burn. This is particularly so on the lower limb. 

In growing toenail surgery 

Although this is classified as minor surgery, it can take up to 14 days for the 

wound to heal after some operations – particularly if they have been infected 

pre-operatively. We will apply a large bandage after the surgery, so come 

prepared with a larger sock and slipper for the affected foot. We usually arrange to change the dressing the 

following day, so please make allowances for this in your planning. Within a few days, most people will be able 

to walk reasonably comfortably, although it may take longer in some. We strongly advise you to have some 

painkillers available postoperatively. 

If you require further information or reassurance, our Nursing team are always available for advice. 

Histology 

We send some skin lesions to the laboratory where there is any diagnostic uncertainty. It normally takes at least 

7 days to receive the report. The doctor will advise you of any specific follow-up arrangements. 

If you are taking Warfarin you may need stop 72 hours prior to surgery. For very minor procedures this is not 

necessary. 

Waiting times 

Most procedures will be undertaken within 6 weeks of referral. Urgent cases will be dealt with much sooner.  

 


